A review is presented of 41 patients with traumatic tetraplegia on whom reconstructive surgery of the upper limb was carried out. Twelve patients were followed up for more than 10 years after operation and the average period overall was seven and a half years. Tendon fransfers were made with the aim of providing extension of the elbow or restoring a useful grasp or a combination of both. The assessment was carried out on four main aspects:
the function ofthe elbow, the function of the hand, the ability to carry out the activities of daily living and the effect of the surgical reconstruction on the personal and social achievement of the patient. (Fig. 1) . Use of a telephone. way deteriorated after operation. The majority claimed a most significant improvement in basic activities such as washing, eating and using the toilet. This resulted from an ability to hold glasses and cups (Fig. 4) , to wash limbs and to brush hair, to turn on taps, and to improve bladder compression and insertion of suppositories. The change from complete reliance on others to self-care was certainly a great psychological achievement. Patients were more mobile : their ability to propel a wheel-chair was improved and seven patients became able to drive a car. Better ability to use a telephone and a typewriter were distinct advantages (Fig. 5) . There was a significant correlation between the results of the testing of hand function and the testing of activities of daily living. The significance of this aspect has also been emphasised by Moberg (1975 Moberg ( , 1978 
